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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

—I Cor. 15:58. 
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ANNIVERSARY SERVICES 


Anniversary Sunday : 
Speaker, Dr. J. W. Behnken 
Organist, H. F. Nielsen 


Reunion Service, Confirmation classes up to oes in- 


cluding the year 1913 
Speaker, Rev. W. J. Luecke 
Organist, Theo. C. Preuss _ 


Reunion Service, Contitmiane classes from 1914 
through 1938 

Speaker, Rev. W. H. Werning : 

Organist, Gilbert Blomenberg 
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Reunion Service, Confirmation classes from. 1939 


through 1963 


Speaker, Rev. Herman Reese _ 
Organist, Arnold ‘Stoppenhagen | 


Wyneken Service : 
Speaker, Rev. George Kuechle 


Service for Organizations Ws 
Speaker, Rev. E. TT. Schmidtke . 
Organist, F. J. Zehnder 
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OUR SCHOOLS 


DEDICATORY 


‘To our gracious and merciful Father in heaven who has sent His 
Holy Spirit to call, enlighten, and sanctify our forefathers through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that trusting in His gracious promises 
they established and supported a Lutheran Church and School in our 
community; to all pastors, teachers, and faithful members who have 
so heroically promoted God’s cause and as a result have assured those 
of the past, present, and future of God’s bountiful blessings; and 
with a sincere prayer to God to preserve in our midst His Word and 
Sacraments 


We humbly and gratefully dedicate this booklet of our One Hun- 
dred and ‘Twenty-Fifth Anniversary. 


FOUNDING OF THE.-CONGREGATION 


It was in the year of 1836 that the family of Friedrich Buuck ar- 
rived in Fort Wayne and purchased a tract of land, sight unseen, 
about 16 miles southeast of Fort Wayne in the northwest corner of 
Adams County. Upon this tract of land the Buuck family built the 
first log cabin in the area. Soon other families began to arrive and 
thus was formed a small setthement which later was given the name 
of Friedheim. 

In June of 1837 a young pastor from Fort Wayne, Jesse Hoover, 
found out about this small settlement of German Lutherans. Making 
the trip either on foot or on horseback, Pastor Hoover began paying 
regular visits to conduct services in the homes of the settlers. . 


On February 25, 1838, this small group met to organize a con- 
eregation, the first rural congregation in Adams County. At this 
meeting six candidates were nominated and two weeks later, on March 
11, the first election of officers was held. ‘The first officers of the 
congregation were Friedrich Buuck, elder, and Christian Fuhrman 
and Heinrich Loeffler, deacons. ‘The charter members of the con- 
eregation, 26 adults and 30 children, were as follows: 


Fuhrman, Christian, wife Barbara, and children Philip, Jacob, 
Barbara, Christian, Charley, Henry, Davie. 


Gebel, Adam, wife Sophia, and children Charlotte, Dorothy 
Kiefer, George and wife Katherina. 
Repper, Ludwig, wife Sophia, and child Ludwig. 


Muesing, Christian, wife Christina, and children Christian, Chris- 
tina, Louise, Sophia, Frederick, Ellenora, Marie. 


Stoppenhagen, Ernst. 


Buuck, Friedrich, wife Margaretha, and children Charlotte, 
Sophia, Louisa, Dietrich, Helena. 


Loeffler, Heinrich and wife Margareta. 


Kleinschmidt, Christian, wife Elisabeth, and children Christian, 
Carolina, Sophia. 


Reinking, Conrad Frederic, wife Maria, and children Eliza, Con- 
rad, Aernhardina, Augusta, Sophia, Helena. 


Kaaze, Louis and wife. 


Conrad, George, wife Frederica, and children William, Frederic. 
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PASTORS OF THE CONGREGATION 


The first pastor of the congregation, Jesse Hoover, served both 
the congregation at Friedheim and’ the one at St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne, 
maintaining his residence in Fort Wayne. It was he who had helped 
to organize the congregation and who had given the new location the 
name of Friedheim. Pastor Hoover served only until May of 1838 
when he died at the age of 28 years. 

At about this time a young candidate for the ministry arrived in 
Baltimore. After a brief stay in the East, he was sent by the Penn- 
sylvania Synod’s Mission Board to seek out the German Lutherans in 
Indiana. Having read in the “Lutherische Kirchenzeitung” of the 
death of Pastor Hoover, he came to Fort Wayne in August of 1838. 
This man was the Rev. F. C. D. Wyneken. Resigning his commis- 
sion as missionary-at-large to Indiana, Pastor Wyneken accepted the 
call to become pastor of the two congregations organized by Pastor 
Hoover, stipulating that he be allowed time for missionary excursions. 
These journeys, lasting weeks and sometimes months, took him as far 
as Michigan and Ohio. Pastor Wyneken resided in Fort Wayne until 
1840 when he moved to Friedheim into an 8 x 16 cabin built for him 
by the Buuck family. On August 31, 1841, he was married to Sophia 
Buuck, daughter of the first settler. Shortly after this, Pastor Wyne- 
ken and his new bride embarked for Germany for the purpose of 
seeking treatment for his throat ailment and to appeal for help for 
the German Lutherans in America. 


Rey. CHD: Wyneken Rev. G. H. Jaebker 


During the absence of Pastor Wyneken, Zion Congregation was 
served by a Pastor Knape, a young candidate for the ministry. ‘This 
man was inexperienced and not very well grounded in the Lutheran 
doctrine. He exchanged pulpits with ministers of other religions and 
conducted prayer and revival meetings. For a while it seemed as if 
the young congregation might break away from the Lutheran doctrine. 


In 1843 Pastor Wyneken returned from Germany and resumed 
his work with new vigor. Having been strengthened both physically 
and spiritually, he restored the true Lutheran doctrine in our con- 
eregation. Shortly after this, Pastor Wyneken began the training of 
two young men for the ministry. One of these was Gerhard Heinrich 
Jaebker who had taught school here during Pastor Wyneken’s absence. 
In 1845 Pastor Wyneken accepted a call to a Lutheran church in 
Baltimore. Pastor Wyneken later served as President of the Missouri 
Synod from 1850 to 1864. During a portion of this time he resided 
on his farm in Preble Township, about a mile from the present 
church. This house is still standing on the farm owned by Gerhard 
Bultemeier, but it is no longer being used as a dwelling. 


In 1846 Zion Congregation extended a call to Pastor Jaebker, one 
of the young men whom Pastor Wyneken and later Dr. Sihler had 
trained for the ministry. It was Pastor Jaebker who in 1847 repre- 
sented Zion Congregation at the organizational meetings of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other States. During 


Pastor Jaebker’s pastorate the congregation enjoyed phenomenal 
growth, and it was also during this time that the third church build- 
ing was erected. Pastor Jaebker served diligently and faithfully in 
our midst until God called him out of this world in 1877 at the age 
of 56 years. Huis body lies buried on our cemetery. 


After Pastor Jaebker’s death, the congregation extended a call to 
Pastor Herman Meyer. He served the congregation for only five 
years and eight months until his death in April of 1883. He, too, 
lies buried on our cemetery. It was during Pastor Meyer’s pastorate 
that our daughter congregation, St. Paul’s of Preble, was organized. 


In July of 1883 the Rev. J. L. Daib was installed as pastor of our 
congregation. Of him Pastor Sauer wrote in “Der Lutheraner” 
that he was a very energetic man who worked day and night. ‘This 
soon took its toll and in April of 1888 Pastor Daib had to resign 
because of ill health. 


After a vacancy of several months, a call was extended to Pastor 
H. Schlesselmann of Bremen, Indiana. Pastor Schlesselmann served 
the congregation not quite five years, leaving in August of 1893 to 
accept a call to Euclid, Ohio. 


Rev. H. Schlesselman Rev. G.-B. Preuss 


In September of the same year the congregation extended a call 
to Pastor C. B. Preuss of Avilla, Indiana. The call was accepted and 
on October 29, 1893 Pastor Preuss was installed. Thus began the 
longest tenure of service of any of the pastors who have served the 
congregation. Pastor Preuss was permitted to serve the congregation 
for nearly 42 years. During this time he baptized, confirmed, and 
married many of the present members of the congregation. He re- 
signed in 1935 shortly after celebrating his golden jubilee of service 
in the ministry. 


September 8, 1935 marked the arrival of a young pastor who had 
served as a missionary in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Pastor Walter H. 
Werning was instrumental in starting English services in Friedheim. 
This was done in March of 1936 on a bi-monthly basis and two years 
later it was deemed necessary to conduct English services every Sun- 
day. It was also during Pastor Werning’s time that the choir was re- 
organized and the Adult Club was started. Pastor Werning left 
Friedheim in 1939 to assume the pastorate in Youngstown, Ohio. 


The next pastor to serve Friedheim was Walter J. Luecke. Dur- 
ing his pastorate many of our young men had to leave to serve in the 
armed forces of our country. By the time they returned, Pastor 
Luecke had been released to accept a call to Cleveland, Ohic. He 
served our congregation from 1939 until 1943. 


Rev. W. H. Werning | Rev. W. ii Luecke 


In November of 1943 the Rev. E. T. Schmidtke was installed as 
pastor of our congregation. Shortly atter his arrival the need tor a 
new school building became more apparent. In April, 1945, the con- 
eregation passed a resolution to build the new school, but construction 
was not begun until 1948 when building materials became available. 
During Pastor Schmidtke’s pastorate there were also some other neces- 
sary changes. ‘The various treasuries of the congregation were com- 
bined into one. The minutes of the congregational meetings which 
had always been kept in German were now recorded in the English 
language. It was also decided to have a layman serve as chairman of 
the congregation. After serving our congregation for seven years, 
Pastor Schmidtke left in November of 1950 to accept a call to She- 
boygan, Wisconsin. 


After several unsuccessful attempts to secure a new pastor and 
after a vacancy of five months, Zion extended a call to the Rev. Albert 
A. Fenner, an institutional missionary in Cincinnati. Pastor Fenner 
was installed on April 29, 1951, and is still serving the congregation 
faithfully, even though he is past seventy years of age. 


Reva koa ead tke Bev HAS E. Fenner 


TEACHERS OF THE: CONGREGATION 


Zion Congregation has always recognized the need for Christian 
education of its children. ‘Therefore when Pastor Wyneken left for 
Germany in 1841, we find a young man by the name of Gerhard 
Jaebker teaching the children of the congregation. Even after he 
had become pastor of the congregation, he continued to serve as 
school teacher. 


By 1855 the enrollment of the school had grown to 90 children, 
and the congregation recognized the need for a full-time teacher. A 
call was extended to Karl Kirsch who was installed in December of 
1855. The church building also served as classroom until 1860 when 
a new school building was erected. This building also contained liv- 
ing quarters for the teacher. During this time a branch school was 
established at Preble, and therefore we find Mr. Kirsch teaching both 
schools until the congregation at Preble became self-sustaining. Mr. 
Kirsch served the congregation until 1880, a period of more than 
22a CALS: 


In 1880 a call was extended to ‘Teacher P. Riess who served until 
1889. “Then came J..F. Bublitz from 1889 to 1899; Hi G. TasPani 
from 1899 to 1901; G. Fischbach from 1901 to 1909; FE. H. Schuricht 
from 1910 to 1924; H. F. Nielsen from 1924 toi1950;) bs] Zenindee 
from 1951 to 1954; Ernest Kalthoff who arrived in 1954, and Wil- 
fred Rafert who arrived in 1958. Both Mr. Kalthoff and Mr. Rafert 
are still serving. 


In addition to the called teachers, the following teachers have 
served our school on a contract basis: Clara Kiefer Heckman from 
1920 to 1923, Reinhard Buuck the 1923-24 term, Frieda Buuck Finger 
from 1924 to 1942, Henry Wiersum from 1950 to 1958, Mrs. James 
Brown the 1961-62 term, and Mrs. Wilfred Rafert who started in 
September of 1962. 


PE Se Reon Vie CONGREGATION 


From this humble beginning of 56 members, worshipping in a 
16 x 20 log cabin church, has grown the present congregation. On 
January I, 1963, the membership roll showed 467 baptized souls and 
334 communicant members. ‘The greatest membership occurred dur- 
ing the latter years of Pastor Jaebker’s pastorate, just prior to the 
founding of the Preble congregation. 


At present Zion Congregation conducts two services every Sun- 
day, one in the English and one in the German language. Even 
though ours is one of the few churches that still conduct regular 
services in the German language, the average attendance in these 
services was still 71 in 1962. The average attendance at the English 
services was 294. There were 11 baptisms, and eight children and two 
adults were confirmed. 


The training of our youth is still just as important as in the early 
days when the log cabin church served also as classroom. ‘The con- 
eregation supports a Christian day school with 75 children in eight 
orades. ‘The present teachers are Ernest Kalthoff, who serves as 
principal and teaches grades 6 to 8; Wilfred Rafert, who teaches 
orades 3 to 5; and Mrs. Wilfred Rafert, who teaches grades 1 and 2. 
In addition to the day school, the congregation also provides Sunday 
School for the children from nursery age to young people. The Sun- 
day School is served by a staff of 25 lay people. There are also two 
adult Bible classes, one on Sunday morning and one on Thursday 
evening. 


The church council has grown as the congregation has grown. 
The present council consists of a chairman, a vice-chairman, a record- 
ing secretary, a financial secretary, a treasurer, a mission budget trea- 
surer, two elders, four deacons, and four trustees. ‘The pastor serves 
on the council by virtue of his office. 


The physical property of the congregation is as beautiful and 
modern as any in the area. The church building is the oldest, having 
been completed in 1903 at a cost of about $15,000. The parsonage, 
built in 1912 at a cost of about $5,000, was dedicated on the same day 
that the congregation celebrated its 75th anniversary. ‘The school, 
erected in honor of the men who served their country in World War 
II, was completed in 1949 at a cost of about $85,000. The newest 
building is the teacher’s house which was completed in 1954 and 
cost about $17,000. 
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ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CONGREGATION 


To further spiritual growth, to promote fellowship, and to serve 
the congregation and the church at large, various organizations have 
been formed in the congregation. 


Earliest records of a choir date back to sometime before the 
turn of the century. Since that time, with a few interruptions, our 
church services have been beautified by various choirs. At the present 
time we have a mixed choir, a men’s choir, and a ladies’ choir, all 
under the direction of Mrs. Wilfred Rafert. ‘These choirs also visit 
hospitals, the county home, and homes of members to cheer the sick, 
the shut-ins, and the aged. 


Although there was a sewing society long before, the Tabea So- 
ciety was organized in 1921 with Mrs. Henry Gallmeyer, Mrs. Wm. 
Koenemann, and Miss Hannah Kcenemann as officers. A number of 
the ladies present at this organizational meeting are still active mem- 
bers. From the very beginning the Tabea Society has been a charit- 
able organization. In 1962 about $200 was contributed for various 
congregational purposes and about $235 for other charitable purposes. 


The Young People’s Society was organized in 1927 under the 
leadership of Pastor Preuss. In 1935 it joined the International Wal- 
ther League, but withdrew a few years later. In 1947 it rejoined the 
Walther League. In addition to providing activities and Christian 
fellowship for our teen-agers, the Walther League does much to train 
our youth for service in the congregation. “Two adult couples of the 
congregation serve as lay counselors for the Walther League. 


In 1936, primarily through the efforts of Pastor Werning, an or- 
ganization was formed for the adult members of the congregation. 
The name chosen was the Adult Club. ‘The first officers were H. F. 
Nielsen and Mrs. W. H. Werning. Five charter members are still 
active in the club. The meetings of the Adult Club feature a topic 
or educational address, business meeting, and social evening for mem- 
bers and their families. | 


Since 1942 the ladies of the congregation have contributed to the 
projects of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Through 
mite-boxes and contribution envelopes they have helped support mis- 
sion projects of the district and the league at large. In 1960 the local 
chapter was organized with Mrs. Marvin Conrad, Mrs. Arnold Erxle- 
ben, Mrs. Edwin Reifsteck, and Miss Eldora Bultemeier as officers. 
Meetings are held quarterly, and all ladies of the congregation are 
eligible for membership. 


12 


CURet@USEormOn. WORoHIP 


The first church building was certainly not an imposing struc- 
ture. It was a modest cabin of round logs and measured only 16 x 20 
feet. It had no floor, only two small windows and one door. ‘The 
pulpit, made of a large log resting on three pillars, occupied one 
corner. In the opposite corner was a primitive bed for the pastor. 
The pews consisted of three-inch planks. Although there is no record 
of it, it is presumed that this building was erected in 1838. It was 
located about 100 yards from the Albert Buuck home on a line drawn 
toward the Edwin Werling home. 


In 1842 a larger church was built about 200 yards southeast of 
the bridge located 120 rods south of the present church. This land is 
now owned by R. H. Buuck. The building was 26 by 36 feet, and 
was constructed of hewn logs. It had an old-fashioned shingle roof, 
a floor, four windows, and one door. This building had centralized 
heating, a stove in the middle of the building. When it was no longer 
used as a church, it served as a granary for the Von Behren family. 


The third church, a frame building which many of our older 
members still remember, was erected in 1852. It was located in ap- 
proximately the center of our present cemetery. (The Koldewey 
orave marks the location of the cornerstone.) Even though the church 
had a small steeple, the bell was located in a small building behind 
the church. This was the same bell that hangs in our present church 
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belfry. The building was later torn down and the frame was used to 
build a barn on the Caston farm. 


The present church building was erected in 1902 at a cost ot 
about $15,000. ‘The cornerstone was laid on May 11, 1902 and the 
building was dedicated on January 25, 1903. It measures about 60 
by 62 feet with a steeple about 92 feet high. “The meeting room and 
rest rooms in the basement were installed in 1957. 
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OUR SCHOOLS 


Originally our church buildings served also as classrooms. In 
1860, however, it was necessary to construct a separate building for 
the education of our children. This was the building which most of 
our adult members remember immediately east of the south end of 
our cemetery. It was originally constructed with one classroom and 
living quarters for the teacher. After a house was purchased for the 
teacher and his family in 1882, the north room was used for confir- 
mation instruction. In 1920 this room was converted into a classroom 
for the primary grades. The school building had no basement, no 
furnace, no rest rooms, and no water supply. The pupils were respon- 
sible for bringing in the fuel for the space heaters and carrying water 
from the teacher’s well. The building was razed in 1949. 


In 1949 the present school building was completed at a cost of 
about $85,000. The cornerstone reads, “Erected in honor of the men 
who served their country in World War II.” At the time it was 
erected, the enrollment of the schoo] was less than thirty pupils. The 
building contains two classrooms, office, library, full basement, and 
kitchen. Originally there was also a room for confirmation instruc- 
tion, but this space was added to the south classroom in 1959. In 1961 
temporary facilities were provided for a third classroom in the north- 
east corner of the basement. On Sundays every nook and cranny 1s 
used for the fifteen Sunday School classes and one Adult Bible class. 
The basement serves as lunch room, meeting room, and with the 
erection of a temporary stage as an auditorium. 
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As Almighty God guided and blessed the efforts of our fore- 
fathers in founding our congregation 125 years ago, let us pray that 
He will give us the wisdom, the courage, and the strength so that we 
may pass this heritage on to our children and children’s children. 
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HISTORIC ,DATES 
First settlers, the Buuck family, arrive. 
Pastor Hoover begins conducting services. 
Organization of Zion Congregation. 
Pastor Wyneken arrives in Fort Wayne and Friedheim. 
Pastor Wyneken leaves for Germany. Pastor Knape serves dur- 
ing vacancy. 
Second church building erected. 
Pastor Wyneken returns from Germany. 
Pastor Jaebker installed as first resident pastor. 
Organization of Missouri Synod. 


Third church building erected.. 


First teacher, Mr. Kirsch, installed. 

First school building erected. 

Pastor Meyer installed. 

Teacher P. Riess installed. . 
Purchased home for teacher from Dr. Glock. 
Pastor Daib installed.: 


» Pastor Schlesselmann installed. 


Teacher Bublitz installed. 

Pastor Preuss installed. 

‘Teacher Paul installed. 

Teacher Fischbach installed. 
Present church building dedicated. 
Teacher Schuricht installed. 
Teacher’s house rebuilt. 


Second classroom started. | 
~Tabea Society organized: 


Teacher Nielsen instalied. 
Young People’s Society organized. 


‘Pastor Wernine installed. 


Beginning of regular English Services. 

Adult Club organized. 

Pastor ILuecke feiatled: 

Discontinued second classroom for Hck of pupils. 
Pastor Schmidtke installed. 

Minutes of voters’ meetings recorded in foe ee 
Present school dedicated. 

Second classroom resumed. 

Teacher Zehnder installed. 

Pastor Fenner installed. 

Present teacher’s house completed. 

Teacher Kalthoff installed. 

Meeting room and rest rooms installed in church. 
feaahen Rafert installed. 

Local chapter of LWML organized. 


-Sunday School organized. 


Third classroom started. 


